[Pleiotropic effects of sevelamer: a model of intestinal tract chelating agent].
The number of patients with chronic kidney disease (CKD) with its associated complications has increased dramatically worldwide in recent years. Therefore, many experimental and clinical studies have examined over the last decade the mechanisms involved, in order to explain the sharp increase in cardiovascular mortality. Hyperphosphatemia is a major problem in these patients especially at advanced stages of CKD, and it is associated with cardiovascular and mineral complications in these patients. Sevelamer is a phosphate binder that allows a better control of hyperphosphatemia, like other phosphate binder agents, but it has additional pleiotropic effects such as correcting certain abnormalities of lipid metabolism and clearance of several uremic toxins. These effects of sevelamer, restricted to the intestinal lumen, underline the importance of intestinal pathway in CKD and open the way to new therapeutic strategies for the management of the CKD and its complications.